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Pianos About Town Celebrates Sixth Season in Surprise Downtown Locations 

Program also seeks additional artists 
 

Fort Collins, Colo., May 11, 2015 – After months of hibernation, painted pianos will emerge on Tuesday, May 12, for 
the summer, throughout Fort Collins. Then, the painting of new pianos for the sixth Pianos About Town season 
begins! On May 13, the first of ten unpainted pianos will be painted at the Art in Action tent in Downtown Fort 
Collins. Due to the renovation of Old Town Square, 2015 painting will take place in surprise locations in Downtown 
Fort Collins, adding an additional element of spontaneity to the program.  The first location for painting will be at Oak 
Street Plaza.  
 
Bohemian Foundation Music Programs Director Kristen Karabensh says, “The collaboration with local artists to paint 
the pianos and the opportunity for impromptu music interactions to occur is really what we’re going for; creating a 
unique Fort Collins feel. Pianos About Town is just another way of showcasing the vibrant role of music and art in our 
community.”  
 
Five local artists have been selected to paint pianos and the City of Fort Collins Art in Public Places program is looking 
for five more local artists to paint or artistically decorate pianos. Ellen Martin, Visual Arts Administrator for Art in 
Public Places says, “the program is looking for diversity in styles and concepts for the artwork with a preference for 
new and exciting ideas.” Artists are selected through a proposal process. Interested artists should visit 
www.fcgov.com/artspublic to view project requirements and apply.  
 
Artist Profile: Gale Whitman 
Returning artist Gale Whitman will kick off the season on May 13 at the Art in Action tent which will be set up at Oak 
Street Plaza. Gale has painted numerous murals for the City of Fort Collins’ Art in Public Places and Pianos About 
Town programs, “Painting a piano in a high-visibility spot in Old Town has given me more confidence in my abilities 
and willingness to share my art with others,” Gale says. “I love the way this program ties in visual arts with music—it 
allows me to feel a partnership with performance artists.” 

Whitman’s concept drawing: 
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Pianos at a glance 
Pianos About Town is intended to be a fun, interactive art installation that creates an additional element of whimsy 
and surprise in Fort Collins.  
 
The original inspiration for Pianos About Town comes from British artist Luke Jerram who created a 60-piano 
installation touring the world, stopping in New York City in June 2010. The project was also inspired by a similar 
project on Denver’s 16th Street Mall. The first pianos were placed in Downtown Fort Collins during the 2010 holiday 
season and were an instant hit. This is the sixth season for Pianos About Town. To date, 57 pianos have been painted 
by 37 different artists as part of this program. 
 
Pianos are acquired through donations made by community members looking to find a new home for their used 
pianos. Pianos are picked up, free of charge, from their previous home and brought to a storage area where they are 
cleaned, tuned, prepped for painting and readied for the outside elements. After that, the painting begins! Local 
artists spend approximately three weeks painting their pianos in Downton Fort Collins before the finished pianos 
begins their journey around Fort Collins.  
 
Painting and decorating of the pianos continues throughout the year, but is moved to indoor venues during the 
winter months. Area businesses play a key role in the success of the project by "adopting" the painted pianos in their 
areas and covering them during inclement weather. 
 
The Pianos About Town program is a collaborative effort between Bohemian Foundation, the City of Fort Collins Art in 
Public Places program and the Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority. 
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